Literature Circle Discussion Leader Notes

Use the following steps to help you lead a Literature Circle meeting. 
Discussion Ground Rules for All Group Members
· Speak respectfully to one another.

· Pay attention to the speaker and attend to what he/she is saying.

· Ask questions.

· Politely disagree and explain why you disagree.

· Use what others have said as a "spring board" for something you want to say. 

· Always have your book and preparation notes with you when it is your day to meet with your group. Working on your preparation notes during discussion time is not permitted.

· Keep your conversations on topic.

· Avoid using put-downs (even humorous ones).
Tips for Leading a Good Discussion:

· Check your timing so that nobody gets left out (the meeting should last about 30-40 minutes. The timing suggestions included in these notes are approximate but will help you manage your session.)

· Make sure only one voice is speaking during a discussion.

· Encourage others when they speak. Say something like "Good point." Or "I like how you explained that." Or, "Would you explain that again please?"

· Encourage someone to elaborate on his or her comments.
· Explain a link between the comments of two people.
· Make a contribution that builds on someone’s comment.
· Paraphrase someone’s comment.
· Summarize several comments.
· Disagree with a comment in a respectful and constructive way.
· Check for meaning by asking someone to clarify what he/she is saying.
· Expand on someone’s contribution by suggesting a new way to look at the issue.
Discussion-Friendly Prompts 

“Excuse me . . .” 

“I’d like to add . . .” 

“I disagree because . . .” 

“I agree because . . .” 

“I don’t understand . . .” 

“I’m confused about . . .” 

“According to page . . .”

“When you said…were you saying…”

Discussion Director’s Notes for Each Person’s Role:

1. Summarizer

Ask the summarizer to share his/her summary of the chapters. Allow other members to add details that may have been forgotten. (5 minutes)

2. Investigator

Ask the investigator share some background information that helps the group better understand the book. (5 minutes) Allow others to respond.

3. Word Player

Ask the word player to explain one or two difficult or unfamiliar words and say how they were used in the book. (1 minute)
Have the word player share an interesting phrase and explain what he/she thinks the author was trying to accomplish.  (2 minutes) Allow others to respond.

4.  Illustrator

Ask the illustrator show his/her illustration. (3 minutes) Allow others to respond. Give the illustrator a chance to respond to what people have said about his/her illustration.

5. Passage Selector

Ask the Passage Selector read his/her passage and allow him/her to say why this passage was interesting, important or thought provoking. (3 minutes) Allow others to respond.

6. Discussion Director’s Questions (5 minutes)

7. Wrap Up

Make sure everyone knows his or her roles for the next meeting and what pages must be read.

